
 

 

DECEMBER 27, 1864 
 
President Lincoln writes to 

College of New Jersey (now 

Princeton University) President 

John Maclean and expresses 

gratitude for the Doctor or Laws 

degree that the college’s trustees 

bestowed upon Lincoln.  

Lincoln writes, “I am most 

thankful if my labors have 

seemed to conduce to the 

preservation of those institutions 

under which alone we can 

expect good government and in 

its train sound learning and the 

progress of the liberal arts.”   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


