
 

 

AUGUST 9, 1863 
 
President Lincoln writes to 

General Ulysses S. Grant and 

lobbies for the recruitment of 

black soldiers.  Lincoln writes, 

“Gen. [Lorenzo] Thomas has 

gone again to the Mississippi 

Valley, with the view of 

raising colored troops.  I have 

no reason to doubt that you are 

doing what you reasonably 

can upon the same subject.  I 

believe it is a resource which, 

if vigorously applied now, will 

soon close the contest.  It 

works doubly, weakening the 

enemy and strengthening us.” 

 
 
 
 

 


